
Olivet discourse
Parallel Passages: 

Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & 
Luke 21 (& 12, 17)
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TRIBULATION

UPON THE EARTH DISTRESS OF NATIONS, with perplexity

GOSPELS



Parallel passages: 
Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



When shall these things be?
What shall be the sign of thy coming?,
the end of the world? (Matt 24:3)

When shall these things be?
What shall be the sign when all these 
things shall be fulfilled? (Mark 13:3-4)

When shall these things be?
What sign will there be when these 
things shall come to pass? (Luke 21:7)

Take heed that no man deceive you.
Many come in my name, saying ‘I am 
Christ’.  Shall deceive many.  (Matt 24:4-5)

Take heed that no man deceive you.
Many come in my name, saying ‘I am 
Christ’. Shall deceive many.  (Mark 13:5-6)

Take heed that you be not deceived.
Many come in my name, saying ‘I am 
Christ’. (Luke 21:8)

Wars and rumours of wars. 
Be not troubled. These things must 
come to pass.  End not yet. (Matt 24:6)

Wars and rumours of wars. 
Be not troubled. These things must 
needs be.  End not yet. (Mark 13:7)

Wars and commotions. 
Be not terrified. These things must first 
come to pass.  End not yet. (Luke 21:9)

Parallel passages: 
Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)
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Nation against nation, kingdom against 
kingdom. Famines, pestilences, 

earthquakes in divers places. These are 
beginning of sorrows. (Matt 24:7-8)

Nation against nation, kingdom against 
kingdom. Earthquakes in divers places, 

famines and troubles. These are 
beginning of sorrows. (Mark 13:8)

Nation against nation, kingdom against 
kingdom. Earthquakes in divers places, 
famines and petilences. Fearful sights 
& great signs from heaven. (Luke 21:10-11)

They shall deliver you up to be 
afflicted, kill you. You shall be hated by 
all nations for my name’s sake (Matt 24:9)

They shall deliver you up to councils. 
Shall be beaten in the synagogues. Be 
brought before rulers and kings for my 
sake. A testimony against them. (Mark 

13:9)

They shall lay hands on you, persecute 
you, deliver you up to synagogues, and 
into prisons, brought before kings and 

rulers for my sake. A testimony. (Luke 21:12-

13)

Take no thought beforehand what you 
shall speak. Do not premeditate. The Holy 

Spirit will give you the words to speak. 
(Mark 13:11)

Meditate not before what you shall 
answer. I will give you a mouth and 
wisdom (Holy Spirit). (Luke 21:14-15)

Many shall be offended. Shall hate and 
betray one another. (Matt 24:10)

Many false prophets shall deceive 
many. Iniquity shall abound. Love of 

many shall wax cold (Matt 24:11-12)

Betrayal even to death. Brother to 
brother, father to son, children against 

parents. (Mark 13:12)

Betrayal even to death. By parents, 
brethren, kinsfolks, friends. (Luke 21:16)

Hated by all men for my name’s sake. 
(Mark 13:13a) Hated by all men for my name’s sake. 

(Luke 21:17)He that shall endure to the end, will be 
saved. (Matt 24:13) He that shall endure to the end, will be 

saved. (Mark 13:13b)
No hair on your head will perish. In your 
patience possess your souls. (Luke 21:18-19)Gospel of the kingdom preached in all the 

world, a witness to all nations. Then shall 

the end come. (Matt 24:14)

Gospel must be published among all 
nations. (Mark 13:10)
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Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



When you shall SEE the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

stand in the holy place. (Matt 24:15)

When you shall SEE the abomination of 
desolation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, 

standing where it ought not. (Mark 13:14a)

When you shall SEE Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then know that the desolation 

thereof is near. (Luke 21:20)

LET HIM THAT READS, UNDERSTAND!LET HIM THAT READS, UNDERSTAND!

Let them in Judaea flee into the mountains. 
(Matt 24:16)

Let them in Judaea flee into the mountains. 
(Mark 13:14b)

Let them in Judaea flee into the mountains. 
In the midst of it, depart out. Those in the 

countries not enter it. 
(Luke 21:21)

On housetop, not come down and take any 
thing out of his house. (Matt 24:17)

On housetop, not go down into the house and 
take any thing out of the house. (Mark 13:15)

Let him in the field not return back to take 
clothes. (Matt 24:18)

Let him in the field not turn back again to get 
a garment. (Mark 13:16)

Woe to them who are with child, and give 
suck in those days. (Matt 24:19)

Woe to them who are with child, and give 
suck in those days. (Mark 13:17)

Woe to them who are with child, and give 
suck in those days. (Luke 21:23a)

Pray your flight be not in winter or on the 
sabbath day. (Matt 24:20)

Pray your flight be not in winter. (Mark 13:18)

They shall fall by the sword. Shall be led 
captive into all nations. Jerusalem shall be 

trodden down by the Gentiles, until the 
times of the Gentiles be fulfilled.  (Luke 21:24)

These are THE DAYS OF VENGEANCE, that ALL 
THINGS WHICH ARE WRITTEN MAY BE 

FULFILLED.  (Luke 21:22)

Great distress in the land and wrath upon 
this people.  (Luke 21:23b)

More detail in session 2

Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



These are THE DAYS OF VENGEANCE, that ALL THINGS WHICH ARE 
WRITTEN MAY BE FULFILLED.  (Luke 21:22)

Luke 24:44
44 And he said unto them, These are 
the words which I spake unto you, 
while I was yet with you, that all 

things must be fulfilled, which were 
written in the law of Moses, and in 

the prophets, and in the psalms, 
concerning me.

Acts 3:18-24
18 But those things, which God before had shewed by the mouth of all his 

prophets, that Christ should suffer, he hath so fulfilled.
19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 

when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.
20 And he shall send Jesus Christ, which before was preached unto 

you:
21 Whom the heaven must receive until the times of restitution of all things, 

which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the 
world began.

22 For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God 
raise up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all 

things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 23 And it shall come to pass, that 
every soul, which will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from among 

the people.
24 Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow after, as 

many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these days.

(Jesus said these words after he was resurrected)

(Peter preaching to the people)

ALL THINGS MUST BE FULFILLED
Written in the:
• Law of Moses
• Prophets
• Psalms

Times of refreshing shall come
The times of restitution of all things



Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Great distress in the land …...  
(Luke 21:23b)

Then shall be great tribulation, … not since 
the beginning of the world to this time, 

nor ever shall be. (Matt 24:21)

In those days shall be affliction, … not 
since the beginning of the creation to this 

time, nor ever shall be. (Mark 13:19)

If those days are not shortened, then no 
flesh would ‘survive’. For the elect’s sake 

those days are shortened. (Matt 24:22)

If those days are not shortened, then no 
flesh would ‘survive’. For the elect’s sake 

those days are shortened. (Mark 13:20)

If any man shall say, Christ is here or there, 
believe it not. (Matt 24:23)

If any man shall say, Christ is here or there, 
believe it not. (Mark 13:21)

If any man shall say, See here or see there, 
do not follow them. (Luke 17:23)

There shall arise false Christs and false 
prophets, and show great signs and 

wonders. Will not be possible to deceive 
the elect. (Matt 24:24)

There shall arise false Christs and false 
prophets, and show signs and wonders. 
Will not be possible to seduce the elect. 

(Mark 13:22)

I have told you before. (Matt 24:25) I have foretold you all things. (Mark 13:23)

He is in the desert, he is in a secret 
chamber, believe it not. (Matt 24:26)

As lightning comes out of the east and 
shines to the west, so shall ALSO the 

coming of the Son of man be. (Matt 24:27)

As lightning shines from one part of 
heaven to the other, so shall ALSO the Son 

of man be in his day. (Luke 17:24)

Where the carcase is, there will the eagles 
be gathered together. (Matt 24:28)

“Where Lord? Where the body is, there will 
the eagles be gathered together. (Luke 17:37)

Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Immediately AFTER THE TRIBULATION of those 
days. In those days, AFTER THAT TRIBULATION. 

The sun be darkened, the moon not give her 
light, the stars shall fall from heaven, the 

powers of the heavens shall be shaken: (Matt 

24:29)

The sun shall be darkened, the moon shall not 
give her light, the stars of heaven shall fall, 

the powers that are in heaven shall be 
shaken. (Mark 13:24-25)

There shall be signs in the sun, in the moon, 
and in the stars; upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and waves 

roaring; (Luke 21:25)

Then shall appear the sign of the Son of man 
in heaven. Then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn. They shall see the SON OF 

MAN COMING IN THE CLOUDS of heaven 
with power and great glory. (Matt 24:30)

Then shall they see the SON OF MAN 
COMING IN THE CLOUDS with great power 

and glory. (Mark 13:26)

Then shall they see the SON OF MAN 
COMING IN A CLOUD with power and great 

glory. (Luke 21:27)

Men's hearts failing them for fear, those 
things which are coming on the earth: for the 
powers of heaven shall be shaken. (Luke 21:26)

He shall send his angels with a great sound of 
a trumpet, and they SHALL GATHER 

TOGETHER HIS ELECT from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other. (Matt 

24:31)

And then shall he send his angels, and SHALL
GATHER TOGETHER HIS ELECT from the four 
winds, from the uttermost part of the earth 
to the uttermost part of heaven. (Mark 13:27)

When these things begin to come to pass, 
then LOOK UP, LIFT UP YOUR HEADS; FOR 
YOUR REDEMPTION DRAWS NEAR. (Luke 

21:28)

RAPTURE
RAPTURE REDEMPTION?

Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



When these things begin to come to pass, then LOOK UP, LIFT UP YOUR 
HEADS; FOR YOUR REDEMPTION DRAWS NEAR. (Luke 21:28)

REDEMPTION

Verse ref Bible Verse ‘Redemption’ reference

Rom 8:23 23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits
of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for 
the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

Waiting for the ‘redemption of our body’

Eph 1:12-14 12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in 
Christ. 13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of 
truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye 
believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, 
14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of 
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

The ‘redemption of the purchased 
possession’

Eph 4:30 30 And grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed 
unto the day of redemption.

‘Day of redemption’



Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Parable of the fig tree; When his branch is 
tender, and puts forth leaves, know that 

summer is near: (Matt 24:32)

Parable of the fig tree; When his branch is 
tender, and puts forth leaves, know that 

summer is near: (Mark 13:28)

Parable of the fig tree; when they shoot 
forth, you see and know that summer is near: 

(Luke 21:29-30)

So likewise, when you SEE all these things, 
know that it is near, even at the doors. (Matt 

24:33)

In like manner, when you SEE these things 
come to pass, know that it is near, even at the 

doors. (Mark 13:29)

So likewise, when you SEE these things come 
to pass, know the kingdom of God is near at 

hand. (Luke 21:31)

This generation shall not pass, till all these 
things be fulfilled. (Matt 24:34)

This generation shall not pass, till all these 
things be done. (Mark 13:30)

This generation shall not pass, till all be 
fulfilled. (Luke 21:32)

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my 
words shall not pass away. (Matt 24:35)

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my 
words shall not pass away. (Mark 13:31)

Heaven and earth shall pass away: but my 
words shall not pass away. (Luke 21:33)

Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



As the days of Noah were, so shall also the 
coming of the coming of the Son of man be. 

(Matt 24:37-39)

As it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in 
the days of the Son of man. 

(Luke 17:26-27)

Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot, so shall it 
be in the day when the Son of man is revealed. 

(Luke 17:28-32)

Two in the field; one shall be taken, the other 
left. 

Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the 
one shall be taken, the other left.

(Matt 24:40-41)

Two men in one bed; one shall be taken, the other 
left.

Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one 
shall be taken, the other left.

Two in the field; one shall be taken, the other left. 
(Luke 17:34-36)

Day and hour knows no man, nor the angels, 
my Father only. 

(Matt 24:36) 

Day and hour knows no man, nor the 
angels, neither the Son, but the  Father 

only. 
(Mark 13:32) 

Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



Watch therefore. You know not what hour 
your Lord comes.

(Matt 24:42) 

Take heed, watch and pray. For you know 
not when the time is. 

(Mark 13:33) 

Take heed to yourselves …. Day come upon you 
unawares. Will come on ALL them that dwell on 

the face of the earth.
(Luke 21:34-35) 

Be therefore ready. Son comes at an hour you think 
not.

(Luke 12:40) 

….commanded the porter to watch.
(Mark 13:34) 

….he would have watched.
(Matt 24:43) 

Therefore be ready.
(Matt 24:44) 

Watch therefore.
(Mark 13:35-36) 

WHAT I SAY UNTO YOU, I SAY UNTO ALL, 
WATCH.

(Mark 13:37) 

Watch ye therefore, and pray always.
(Luke 21:36) 

that ye may be accounted worthy to escape 
all these things that shall come to pass, and 

to stand before the Son of man.
(Luke 21:36) 

Parallel passages (cont): Matthew 24 & Mark 13 & Luke 21 (& 12, 17)



that ye may be accounted worthy to escape all these 
things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the 

Son of man.

Luke 21:36 Watch ye therefore, and pray always,

• Escape deception
• Escape wars
• Escape famines
• Escape pestilences
• Escape earthquakes

• Escape persecution
• Escape betrayal
• Escape deception
• Escape being killed
• Escape being beaten

Lets pray to be accounted worthy to escape 
these things:
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Luke 21
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Prophets: The day of the Lord 

Is 13:6-13 Joel 1:15, Joel 2:10-11, 30-31, Zeph 1:14-18, Acts 2:19-21

DAY OF THE LORD

THE WRATH 
OF THE LORD

All of the 
tribes of the 

earth will 
mourn

Men will be 
afraid

DAY WHEN THE SON 
OF MAN IS REVEALED 

Two 
men/women
One taken, 

the other left

THE WRATH 
OF THE LORD

Parable :Luke 17:28-36  As it was in the days of Lot…….even thus 
shall it be when the Son of man is revealed

Parable :Matt 24:37-41   But as the days of Noah were, so shall 

also the coming of the Son of man be.

THE COMING OF THE 
SON OF MAN

Two 
men/women
One taken, 

the other left

THE WRATH 
OF THE LORD

THE COMING 
OF THE LORD
DAY OF THE 

LORD

Dead in Christ rise first, 
then alive & remain 

caught up together with 
them in clouds, meet 

Lord in air.

‘Children of night 
and darkness’

THE WRATH 
OF THE LORDPaul’s teaching :1 Thess 4:13 to 1 Thess 5:9

Consistent ‘Day of The Lord’ events
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TRIBULATION

TRIBULATION

UPON THE EARTH DISTRESS OF NATIONS, with perplexity

Parallel passage Summary:


